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RESTRICTIONS ON THE MOVEMENT 
OF FRUIT 
A Factor in Fruit Fly Control 
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66T LIVE at Armadale and I'd like to send a case of home-grown apples to my niece 
1 in Bruce Rock. Is this permitted?" That is the sort of question that officers of 
the Horticultural Division are asked many times every year. Most people are aware 
that there are certain restrictions on the movement of fruit in this State, but they 
have only a hazy idea of the details. 
Those details are set down at length in 
the official regulations, copies of which 
are available from the Department of 
Agriculture, Perth, but in this article an 
at tempt is made to outline the regulations 
briefly in layman's language. 
REASONS FOR THE RESTRICTIONS 
The Mediterranean fruit fly {Ceratitis 
capitata) is an orchard pest that is found 
in most of the fruitgrowing countries of 
the world, and unfortunately it was intro-
duced into Western Australia when our 
fruitgrowing industry was in its infancy. 
In this State, the fly has been recorded 
as far north as Carnarvon, as far east as 
Kalgoorlie and as far south as Albany and 
Esperance, but fortunately it has only be-
come firmly established over a much 
smaller area. 
Obviously, the indiscriminate distribu-
tion of fruit from badly-infested areas 
could facilitate the spread of the pest, and 
certain restrictions were brought into 
being, under the provisions of the Plant 
Diseases Act, to control fruit movement. 
The south-western portion of the State 
was divided into three areas as shown on 
the accompanying map. 
The restrictions governing the movement 
of fruit into and out of these areas are out-
lined below:— 
AREA No. 1 
Entry of Fruit.—Fruit of any kind from 
any other part of the State may be sent into 
Area No. 1, as this is regarded as an area 
in which the fruit fly is already estab-
lished. 
Fruit Leaving the Area.—Fruit from 
Area No. 1 may be sent to other places tha t 
are within the State, but outside Areas No. 
2 and No. 3. I t is permissible to transport 
such fruit through Area No. 2 if the most 
convenient route lies through that area. 
Fruit may NOT be sent from Area No. 1 
to Areas Nos. 2 and 3 except under the con-
ditions detailed in the sections dealing with 
these areas. 
AREA No. 2 
Entry of Fruit.—Persons wishing to 
bring or send fruit into Area No. 2 must 
make application to a Department of Agri-
culture inspector and, if required, must 
furnish particulars concerning:— 
(1) The kind and quantity of the fruit. 
(2) The place where it was packed. 
(3) The places from which and to 
which it is to be carried. 
(4) Method and transportation and 
route. 
(5) Whether the cases or containers 
are new or secondhand. 
(6) The place where the fruit may be 
inspected prior to transportation. 
(7) The periods (if any) during which 
the fruit was cool-stored. 
Subject to the application being ap-
proved, fruit may be brought or sent into 
Area No. 2 from any par t of the State ex-
cept Area No. 1. Fruit from Area No. 1 
must conform to the following regula-
tions:— 
(a) Apples, loquats, apricots, peaches, 
plums, nectarines, figs, pears, 
quinces, plantains, pomegranates, 
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[MAP SHOWING THE THREE AREAS REFERRED TO IN THE 
REGULATIONS.] 
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guavas, cumquats, mangoes, tac-
sonias, persimmons, oranges, man-
darins or grapefruit must have 
been cool-stored a t one of the fol-
lowing temperatures and for one 
of the periods listed:— 
31°F. for at least 9 days, or 
34°F. for at least 12 days, or 
37°F. for at least 16 days. 
(b) Lemons, pineapples, bananas and 
passionfruit must have been 
examined by an inspector and cer-
tified free from fruit fly. 
Tomatoes from area No. 1 may 
be admitted to Area No. 2 without 
cool storage. 
Fruit Leaving the Area.—Fruit from 
Area No. 2 may be sent to Area No. 1, and 
to any other place in the State outside 
Area No. 3. Oranges, mandarins and 
grapefruit from Area No. 2 may be sent into 
Area No. 3, between the dates of December 
1 and April 30, of any year, but only if they 
have been examined by an inspector and 
found to be free from fruit fly. 
quinces, plantains, pomegranates, 
guavas, cumquats, mangoes, t ac-
sonias, persimmons, oranges, man-
darines and grapefruit which have 
been subjected to cool-storage a t 
a maximum temperature of:— 
31°F. for a period of at least 9 
days, or 
34°F. for a period of at least 12 
days, or 
37°F. for a period of at least 16 
days. 
(b) Lemons, grapes, pineapples, 
bananas and passionfruit which 
have been examined by an inspec-
tor and found to be free from fruit 
fly. • 
(c) Tomatoes. 
(d) Oranges, mandarins and grape-
fruit from Area No. 2 which have 
been examined by an inspector 
and found to be free from fruit 
fly. 
AREA No. 3 
Entry of Fruit.—Persons wishing to bring 
or send fruit into Area No. 3 must make 
application to a Department of Agriculture 
inspector, and, if required, must furnish 
particulars concerning:— 
(1) The kind and quantity of the fruit. 
(2) The place where it was packed. 
(3) The places from which and to 
which it is to be carried. 
(4) Method and transportation and 
route. 
(5) Whether the cases or containers 
are new or secondhand. 
(6) The place where the fruit may be 
inspected prior to transportation. 
(7) The periods (if any) during which 
the fruit was cool-stored. 
December-April Period. — During the 
period December 1 to April 30 of any year, 
no fruit of any kind from any other part 
of the State may enter Area No. 3 with 
the exception of:— 
(a) Apples, loquats, apricots, peaches, 
plums, nectarines, figs, pears, 
May-November Period. — During the 
period May 1 to November 30 of any year, 
it is permissible to send or bring fruit of 
any kind into Area No. 3 from any other 
part of the State except Area No. 1. The 
only fruits allowed to be admitted from 
Area No. 1 are:— 
(a) Apples, loquats, apricots, peaches, 
plums, nectarines, figs, pears, 
quinces, plantains, pomegranates, 
guavas, comquats, mangoes, t ac-
sonias, persimmons, oranges, man-
darins or grapefruit which have 
been subjected to cool-storage a t 
a maximum temperature of:— 
31°F. for a period of at least 9 
days, or 
34°F. for a period of at least 12 
days, or 
37°F. for a period of at least 16 
days. 
(b) Lemons, grapes, pineapples, 
bananas and passionfruit which 
have been examined by an inspec-
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